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Discurso del Presidente saliente de la Asociacion Argentina de Cirugia
Asociacion Argentina de Cirugia Outcoming Presidential Address

Roberto A. Cerutti”

Autoridades presentes, colegas, nuevos MAAC,
sefioras y sefiores: he tenido el honor de Presidir la
Asociacion Argentina de Cirugia (AAC), una importante
distincion de la que estoy muy agradecido, por un pe-
riodo de 2 afios debido a la imposibilidad de realizarse
el Congreso Argentino de Cirugia 2020 y la Asamblea
General Ordinaria para la eleccidon de nuevas autorida-
des, a causa de la pandemia por COVID-19.

Tratando de centrarnos en la problematica que
atravesoé el profesional de la salud y el cirujano en parti-
cular, conformamos un Grupo que trabajé puntualmen-
te en generar recomendaciones y sugerencias con res-
pecto a las distintas etapas de la pandemia, elaboradas
(muchas de ellas) conjuntamente con otras institucio-
nes médicas. Las concernientes a distintas especialida-
des fueron elevadas por los Comités y Comisiones de
la AAC tendiendo a dar respuesta a la situacion de los
distintos equipos quirudrgicos.

La comunidad sanitaria atravesé momentos di-
ficiles y los cirujanos sentimos el impacto de esta situa-
ciéon con la baja de ingresos, la cancelacién de cirugias
programadas, la falta de insumos, la baja calidad de los
equipos de proteccion personal (EPP). Por ello, se pre-
sentaron solicitudes ante la Presidencia de la Nacion,
el Ministerio de Salud de la Nacidn, AFIP, la Comision
de Accion Social y Salud Publica de la Cdmara de Di-
putados de la Nacidn, a fin de elevar los reclamos de
nuestros asociados. Algunas de estas demandas se rea-
lizaron a través de campafias y contamos con la anuen-
cia de distintas entidades cientificas que compartian el
mismo espiritu.

El desarrollo de las tareas habituales se vio in-
terrumpido por la prohibicién de reuniones presencia-
les, que debieron ser adaptadas al modo virtual. Asi, las
reuniones de Comisidn Directiva (CD) y de los distintos
estamentos de la AAC, también los Cursos, Seminarios
y otras actividades se realizaron en ese formato. Tal he-
rramienta nos permitié un contacto permanente con
los Capitulos y fue una manera efectiva para compartir
las disimiles realidades que atravesaban las distintas
regiones de la Argentina. Considero que es una modali-
dad eficaz para afianzar el vinculo existente.

No voy a detallar las diversas actividades desa-
rrolladas por la institucién porque fueron comunicadas
especificamente en la Asamblea, en el dia de ayer. Pero
quiero aprovechar esta oportunidad, para agradecer
especialmente a los integrantes de la CD por el esfuer-
zo y dedicacion durante estos 2 afios; siempre se tra-

bajo en forma conjunta, aportando ideas y soluciones.
También un reconocimiento para los distintos Comités,
Comisiones y Capitulos que sumaron su labor a los ob-
jetivos que fueron surgiendo y lo hicieron con denoda-
da dedicacién. Por ultimo, a las secretarias y al personal
de la AAC, que se adaptaron a una nueva modalidad,
con gran esmero.

A continuacion, y como ultima delegacion
como Presidente de esta prestigiosa Asociacion, refe-
rente de la cirugia en la Argentina, América y resto del
mundo, fundada en 1930, que cumplié el afio pasado
sus 90 afios , y en el marco del 91° Congreso Argentino
de Cirugia, 64° Congreso Argentino de Cirugia Tordcica,
47% Jornadas Argentinas de Angiologia y Cirugia Cardio-
vascular, 45° Congreso Argentino de Coloproctologia,
29% Jornadas Nacionales de Instrumentadores Quirur-
gicos, 21* Jornadas Nacionales de Médicos Residentes
de Cirugia General, 8 Jornadas de Cirugia Plastica y
Reparadora, 6% Jornada de Cirugia de Trauma y 6° En-
cuentro del Capitulo Argentino del American College of
Surgeons, me cabe el honor de presentarles al Presi-
dente de este evento, Prof. Dr. Luis E. Sarotto.

Hijo de Luis Anibal Sarotto, médico clinico con
60 afios de graduado, y Olga Garcia Bross, quien ha de-
dicado su vida al cuidado y crecimiento de esta familia

Hermano mayor de Anibal y Lidia, ambos mé-
dicos (Anibal traumatdlogo y Lidia, oftalmdloga).

Durante su residencia en el Hospital de Clini-
cas, entabld entrafiables amistades que perduran a tra-
vés del tiempo.

En esa época conocié también a Carolina Llo-
pis, dermatdloga, quien -a pesar del consejo de sus re-
sidentes superiores- decidié acompafarlo y hoy, hace
mas de 25 afios, forman una hermosa familia a la que
se sumaron Maria Delfina, Maria Clara y Luis Bautista.

Las hijas, continuando con la tradicion familiar,
se encuentran prontas a terminar la carrera de Medici-
na en la Universidad de Buenos Aires (UBA). Y el varon-
cito, de acuerdo con preceptos realmente inquebranta-
bles, es hincha del Rojo.

Por testimonios de allegados, Luis fue siempre
muy inquieto, activo, intrépido amante de los deportes
y la vida campestre.

Disfruta de los domingos en familia , de los ve-
raneos multitudinarios en Mar del Platay de los encuen-
tros con amigos. Es de esas personas que parecieran
poseer una fuente inagotable de anécdotas y de las que
invaden todo con un manto de pasidon y compromiso.

* Discurso pronunciado durante el Acto inaugural del 912 Congreso Argentino de Cirugia el 09 de noviembre de 2021.
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En cuanto a su desarrollo como cirujano, como
comenté anteriormente, ingresd en el Hospital de Cli-
nicas como Residente en el afo 1989, fue Jefe de Resi-
dentes y Fellow de Cirugia Digestiva.

Fue creciendo quirdrgicamente bajo la tutela
de tres reconocidos cirujanos, los Dres. Vicente Gutié-
rrez, Pablo Curutchet y Hugo Esteva y, por supuesto, de
quien fuera su maestro y mentor, el Dr. Pedro Ferraina.

Con Pedro compartié, ademds de su amor por
la cirugia, numerosos viajes a congresos que contribu-
yeron a generar un vinculo mas alla de lo profesional.

Realizd un Fellow en Pittsburgh, fue lJefe
de la Division de Urgencias del Hospital de Cli-
nicas, donde se desempeifia, en la actualidad,

como Jefe de la Division de Cirugia Digestiva.

Es Doctor en Medicina y Profesor Titular de Ci-
rugia de la UBA.

En el transcurso de su carrera publicd mas de
50 trabajos en revistas nacionales y extranjeras, presen-
t6 mas de 200 en congresos nacionales e internaciona-
les y publicd 14 capitulos en libros de la especialidad.

Fue acreedor de 6 becas nacionales e interna-
cionales y obtuvo 18 premios a la labor cientifica, in-
cluido el Premio Facultad de Medicina a la mejor tesis
doctoral.

Esta breve introduccidn pretende presentar a
quien me sucede en la palabra, Prof. Dr. Luis E. Sarotto,
Presidente del 91° Congreso Argentino de Cirugia.

= ENGLISH VERSION

Authorities, colleagues, new members of
Asociacion Argentina de Cirugia, ladies and gentlemen:
| am extremely grateful for the honor and of having
presided over the AAC for 2 years due to the impossibility
of performing the 2020 Argentine Congress of Surgery
and holding the Ordinary General Assembly to elect
new authorities in 2020, due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

In an attempt to focus on the issues faced
by the healthcare workers, in particular surgeons,
we organized a group to develop recommendations
and suggestions regarding the different stages of the
pandemic, many of which were jointly prepared with
other medical institutions. Those concerning different
specialties were submitted by the committees and
commissions of the AAC to respond to the situation of
the different surgical teams.

The healthcare community went through
difficult times; surgeons felt the impact of this situation
with a reduction in their income, the cancellation of
scheduled surgeries, the lack of supplies and the low
quality of the personal protective equipment (PPE).
Therefore, the claims of our associates were submitted
to the Presidency of the Nation, to the Ministry of
Health of the Nation, AFIP, and to the Commission
of Social Action and Public Health of the Chamber of
Deputies of the Nation. Some of these requests were
made through campaigns and we had the agreement of
different scientific entities that shared the same spirit.

The development of the usual tasks was
interrupted by the prohibition of face-to-face meetings,
which had to be adapted to virtual interactions. Thus,
the meetings of the board of directors and of the
different AAC committees, courses, seminars and
other activities were held in the virtual mode. This
tool allowed us to be in permanent contact with
the Chapters and was an effective way to share the
different realities experienced in the diverse regions of
the country. | believe it is an effective way to strengthen
the existing bond.

I shall not provide a detailed description of the
different activities carried out by the institution because
they were specifically communicated yesterday during
the Assembly. Nevertheless, | would like to take this
opportunity to especially thank the members of the
board of directors for their effort and dedication during
these 2 years, always working together, contributing
with ideas and providing solutions. | would also like to
acknowledge the different Committees, Commissions
and Chapters that contributed with great dedication to
the emerging objectives, and finally, to the secretaries
and staff of AAC, who diligently adapted to a new
modality.

Now, as the last delegation as President of this
prestigious Association founded in 1930, a reference in
surgery in the country, the Americas and worldwide,
which celebrated its 90th anniversary last year, and
within the framework of the 91st Argentine Congress
of Surgery, 64th Argentine Congress of Thoracic
Surgery, 47th Argentine Conference of Angiology and
Cardiovascular Surgery, 45th Argentine Congress of
Colorectal Surgery, 29th National Conference of Scrub
Nurses, 21st National Conference of Residentsin General
Surgery, 8th Conference of Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery, 6th Conference of Trauma Surgery and 6th
Meeting of the Argentine Chapter of the American
College of Surgeons, | have the honor to introduce
the President of this event, Prof. Dr. Luis E. Sarotto.

Son of Luis Anibal Sarotto, a clinician with 60
years of experience, and Olga Garcia Bross, who has
dedicated her life to the care and growth of this family.

Elder brother of Anibal and Lidia, both doctors;
Anibalis atraumatologist and Lidia, an ophthalmologist.

During his residency at Hospital de Clinicas, he
established close friendships that have endured over
time.

At that time, he also met Carolina Llopis, a
dermatologist, who - despite the recommendation
of her senior residents - decided to accompany him
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and nowadays, more than 25 years later, they have a
beautiful family, along with Maria Delfina, Maria Clara
and Luis Bautista.

The daughters, continuing with the family
tradition, are about to finish their medical studies at the
University of Buenos Aires. And the little boy, according
to truly unbreakable precepts, is a fan of El Rojo.

According to the testimonies of those close to
him, Luis was always very restless, active, intrepid, a
lover of sports and country life.

He enjoys spending Sundays with his family, the
multitudinous summers in Mar del Plata and meeting
with friends. He is one of those people who seem to
have an endless source of anecdotes and always infuses
passion and commitment.

During his career as a surgeon, as | have already
mentioned, he joined Hospital de Clinicas as a resident
in 1989, became chief resident and fellow in digestive
surgery.

He gained experience as a surgeon
under the guidance of three renowned surgeons,
Dr. Vicente Gutiérrez, Dr. Pablo Curutchet and
Dr. Hugo Esteva, and, obviously, trained by

his master and mentor, Dr. Pedro Ferraina.

Luis and Pedro not only shared their love for
surgery, but also numerous trips to congresses, which
contributed to generate a bond beyond the professional
field.

He completed a fellowship in Pittsburgh and
was head of the Emergency Department of Hospital de
Clinicas where he currently heads the Department of
Gastrointestinal Surgery.

He is Doctor in Medicine and Full Professor of
Surgery of the UBA.

Along his career path he published more
than 50 papers in national and international journals,
presented more than 200 papers in national and
international congresses and wrote 14 chapters in
books on the specialty.

He was awarded 6 national and international
scholarships and received 18 awards for his scientific
work, including the Faculty of Medicine Award for the
best doctoral thesis.

This brief introduction is intended to introduce
the next speaker, Prof. Dr. Luis E. Sarotto, President of
the 91st Argentine Congress of Surgery.



